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migration which connects it with the history of our own
religion. From this very ridge, it is likely enough, the
panting Israelites first saw that shining inlet of the sea
Ay! ay! but moreover, and best of all, that beckoning sea
assured my eyes, and proved how well I had marked out
the east for my path, and gave me good promise that
sooner or later the time would come for me to rest and
drink. It was distant, the sea, but I felt my own strength
and I had heard of the strength of dromedaries. I pushed
forward as eagerly as though I had spoiled the Egyptians
and were flying from Pharaoh's police.
I had not yet been able to discover any symptoms of
Suez, but after a while I descried in the distance a large
blank, isolated building. I made towards this, and in time
got down to it.  The building was a fort, and had been
built there for the protection of a well which it contained
within its precincts.  A cluster of small huts adhered to
the fort, and in a short time I was receiving the hospitality
of the inhabitants, who were grouped upon the sands near
their hamlet. To quench the fires of my throat with about
a gallon of muddy water, and to swallow a little of the food
placed before me, was the work of few minutes, and before
the astonishment of my hosts had even begun to subside I
was pursuing my onward journey. Suez, I found, was still
three hours distant, and the sun going down in the west
warned me that I must find some other guide to keep me
in the right direction.  This guide I found in the most
fickle and uncertain of the elements. For some hours the
wind had been freshening, and it now blew a violent gale;
it blew not fitfully and in squalls, but with such remark-
able steadiness, that I felt convinced it would blow from
the same quarter for several hours.   When the sun set,
therefore, I carefully looked for the point from which the
wind was blowing, and found that it came from the very
west, and was blowing exactly in the direction of my route.
I had nothing to do therefore but to go straight to leeward;
and this was not difficult, for the gale blew with sucbul
immense force, that if I diverged at all from its line 'II
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